
Recognize a Kids First

colleague!
Send information and 

photograph of a DCPS staff member

(or student!) 

who puts Kids First in 

everything they do to

kidsfirst@dcps.org

Burns Middle School peer tutors work with students in the school’s

special education unit, providing academic assistance and friend-

ship as part of a program that benefits all participants. 

The greatest reward of our district’s commitment

to putting “Kids First” is realized when we see

that dedication demonstrated by our own 

students as they reach out to support one another.

One such example is seen daily at Burns Middle

School.

The BMS Special Education unit is extremely

grateful for the peer tutoring program. Each day,

27 outstanding students come to the classrooms

of Meghan Dennis, Hadley Loucks, and Terri

Zborowski to help out during their Unified Arts

period. Their responsibilities range from helping

students with their academic work, life skills, 

attending elective classes, going to lunch with

them, and overall being a good role model and

friend.

BMS students apply in the spring to become a

peer tutor the following year. The application 

includes several short-answer questions and two

teacher recommendations. The process is very 

selective, as the school receives a large number of

applications each year – a great tribute to the

“Kids First” spirit exemplified by so many BMS

students!

Here are a few testimonies from BMS peer tutors

about the rewards of their work: 

“My mom works at Wendell Foster and she 

always takes me up to the office and I made a lot

of friends there. I figured being a peer tutor

would be even cooler because I could work with

kids with disabilities closer to my age and 

become friends with them too. I want to be like

my mom and work with people with intellectual

disabilities when I get older and I thought this

would be the perfect place to start.”

— Madison Willoughby, Grade 7
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“My favorite part about being a peer tutor is getting to

hang out with the kids because most people think special

needs kids can’t do what other kids do, but they actually

can. We play card games together and play in the 

courtyard and it’s fun. I treat them like any other friend.”

— K’Asia Palmer, Grade 7

“My favorite part about being a peer tutor is making

friendships and getting to know their personalities!” 

— Cassidy Troutman, Grade 8

“My favorite part about being a peer tutor is seeing the

kids grow up and succeed.” 

— Nikki Basham, Grade 8

“Being a peer tutor teaches me more than I can teach

them and that makes me happy to have the opportunity to

be a peer tutor.” 

— Noelle Shelton, Grade 8

“Being a peer tutor improves my day because it makes me

feel good knowing that I get to help them with something

every day.” 

— Hope Carter, Grade 7

Kids Putting Kids First

By Chad Benefield, WBKR

I absolutely love stories like this. Heather Howard and

her young son Case were listening to the WBKR St.

Jude Radiothon a couple of weeks ago. Heather was 

surprised when Case started asking questions that 

indicated he understood a lot of what he was hearing.

He asked, “Mama, St. Jude’s a hospital? Those kids get

sick?” Heather started answering and Case’s questions

started rolling even more.

“They lose their hair when they have cancer? Where this

hospital at? How old are those kids? Who takes them

there? They get better soon?”

Heather did her very best to answer the questions. Her

answers, which included an explanation of how people

donate to and raise money for the patients of St. Jude, 

inspired Case to finally say, “I give them money too.”

And, now, this young man has launched a campaign to

raise money and given them money too!

Case — a 4-year-old preschool student at Southern Oaks

Elementary School — set a goal of raising $2,000 and

came up with some great fundraising ideas. He sold toys,

candy and eggs from the family’s chickens. As of March

28, he had raised $2,539 to benefit the children of St.

Jude Children’s Research Hospital. If you would like to

join Case and so many others in putting “Kids First” in

research and treatment for children with cancer and

other life-threatening diseases, click HERE or this link:

http://fundraising.stjude.org/site/TR?fr_id=90213&p

g=entry

You’re never too young

to put Kids First!

Do We Make a Difference?

Yes ... We Do.
Lesa Hibbs, administrator of

Valley School, shared a story to

fulfill a promise she made to

one of her students:

“We have a second-grade 

student who previously 

attended Deer Park Elementary

School. This young man is very sweet and kind, but has

moments when he becomes very aggressive. He did not

attend DPES for very long, but recognized that the 

educators there cared for him.

“This student requested Valley School primary teacher

Suzanne Straney to ask me to contact my “boss” 

(Supt. Matt  Robbins) and let him know everyone at

DPES was very nice and helpful to him. He wanted to

make sure they knew he was very sorry for his behaviors.

He particularly wanted Supt. Robbins to know that his

teacher, Juli Posante, was very good to him, and he loved

her.

“This speaks volumes about the impact we have on the

life of a child when we put Kids First.”

http://fundraising.stjude.org/site/TR?fr_id=90213&pg=entry
http://fundraising.stjude.org/site/TR?fr_id=90213&pg=entry


Going the Extra Mile

to Put Kids First
Bruce Millay, a lead 

vehicle mechanic in the

DCPS Transportation

team, was notified that

some of the flashing lights

that alert drivers that they

are entering school zones

were not working 

correctly.

Bruce took the time to go

to these locations and

check on this issue. 

At one of the lights on

Southeastern Parkway,

near Daviess County High

School, he discovered that

the disconnect was shut

off. He turned it back on

but that did not resolve

the problem. He opened the box and saw that a fuse stat

was missing. Not only did he fix this problem but he also

contacted the traffic division to report the issue and to 

request that it be locked in the on position to prevent 

future problems.

Thank you to Bruce Millay for responding promptly to

this concern and for taking the time to “go the extra mile”

in ensuring that traffic in our school zones is moving at

safe speeds every morning and afternoon!

Kids First with

Healthy Eating!
Meadow Lands Elementary School hosted a “Try Day

Friday” on Feb. 23, inviting students and staff to explore

new healthy foods that they otherwise might not have

tasted. Donna  Richard and her food services team pre-

pared hummus out of mashed chickpeas, olive oil, lemon

juice, salsa, salt and garlic. They decorated a table with

balloons and posters to create a festive atmosphere as they

encouraged kids to try new and  healthy snacks. Special

guest “Carrot Top” helped to serve the tasty treat! 

West Louisville Elementary School nurse Natalie 

Clatterbuck, center, and Family Resource Center 

coordinator Heather McCarty, right, conducted dental 

hygiene lessons as part of National Children’s Dental

Health Month in February. They talked about the 

importance of teeth to our overall health and the 

importance of brushing properly. They showed a replica of

teeth and each child was invited to practice brushing the

teeth to learn correct procedures. Each preschooler was

also given a special goodie bag with a new toothbrush,

toothpaste, dental floss and information about how to 

prevent tooth decay. 

Putting “Kids First” makes everyone smile!

Putting Kids First makes everyone smile!

Send Stories to

kidsfirst@dcps.org


